Education and Practice of Chinese Medicine in Canada
Chinese medicine has emerged in Canada as one of the leading elements in alternative medicine, with a coherent tradition and the schools and research institutes of China and Taiwan to support it.  Compared to the United States, the official acceptance of Chinese medicine in Canada has come almost two decades later, due in part to the dispersed population of Canada, the conservatism of its academic institutions, and the historical orientation of central Canada in Quebec and Ontario, its political centre, toward Europe rather than Asia.  However, in recent years, the extent of research in, and the official regulation of, Chinese medicine, are signs that it will soon be exerting a significant influence, and with this in mind, it would be useful to consider its current situation.
Canada: an Introduction
Canada is a bilingual nation, created initially as a federation of four colonies in 1867.  As both French and British colonies were unified into a single nation, from the beginning, Canada has had a dual identity in French and English languages.  Canada was colonised in the sixteenth and seventieth centuries, and thus has more than 400 years of written history.  Aboriginal peoples, prior to European contact, had diverse cultures that included both hunter and agrarian tribes, with about sixty languages still spoken in Canada.  Debates in the national Parliament are held in French and English, and all federal agencies are bilingual.  While the federal structure divided between two language groups has often led to a weak sense of national identity, it has also allowed for a stronger cultural pluralism, in which traditions such as Chinese medicine stand to gain.  The former colonies of Upper and Lower Canada, now the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, still constitute the political axis on which turn the decisions of the nation, with the national capital, Ottawa, built on the frontier between them.
Canada, as a federation, divides responsibilities between the provinces and the nation.  Provincial authorities are responsible for areas such as education and health, and natural resources, the principal source of revenue in Canada.  The national government deals with defense and foreign relations.  Canada is a constitutional monarchy like other former British colonies such as Australia, with the Queen of England as formal head of state and represented in Canada by a Governor-General, but with no real powers.  The prime minister and his elected Cabinet are the principal figures in national government.  

Canada has ten provinces, and three territories north of the sixtieth parallel which are primarily inhabited by aboriginals, with a total population of 30 million.  The three largest cities are Toronto, the provincial capital of Ontario (4.8 million), Montreal in Quebec (3.4 million), and Vancouver in British Columbia (1.9 million).  The aboriginal population of Canada is 1.5 million, and people of Chinese descent number 1 million, with Chinese as the third-most widely spoken language after English and French.  There are 400 000 people of Chinese descent in Toronto, and 340 000 in Vancouver.  Almost eighty percent of the population inhabits the south of Canada near its border at the forty-ninth parallel with the United States, with the north largely populated with small towns where aboriginal peoples are the majority.  Canada is the second-largest country in the world after Russia, with the longest coastline in the world, and an area of 9.9 million km².
